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The U.S. Forest Service has

active natural resource

management and disaster

preparedness and response

programs in 30 African and

Middle Eastern countries.
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www.africaandmideast.internationalprograms.us/

We do a lot with a small budget and we are

committed to strong, long-term partnerships.

 

In 2019, 61 U.S. Forest Service domestic experts

donated 360 of their salaried days to helping

their international colleagues advance best

practices in Africa and the Middle East. 

 

Here are a few of those stories.

OUR

APPROACH

For 10 years, the U.S. Forest Service, in

partnership with USAID, trained more than

1,000 disaster management experts and

supported the development of three different

emergency response guidelines specific to

Ethiopia.

ETHIOPIA

In 2019, the Watershed & Development

Initiative graduated from a USAID/U.S

Forest Service supported activity to a

Jordanian-certified NGO. Their mission is

to restore the country's degraded

landscapes for economic benefits and

long-term water security. They are

implementing scalable restoration

methods to help prevent soil erosion and

capture and infiltrate rainwater runoff, and

they are working with communities every

step of the way (above).

 

The U.S. Forest Service helped

communities develop systems for growing

native seedlings that require only 30% of

the water used in conventional production

methods. Those seedlings have a 70-80%

survival rate, which is dramatically higher

than the national average of <20%.

www.wadi-jordan.org 

RWANDA

A team of U.S. Forest Service experts on

wetland ecology, engineering, and tourism

worked with Rwanda Wildlife Conservation

Association to transform a degraded

wetland outside of Kigali to a sanctuary for

cranes. It's now an ecotourism and

education site for Kigali residents and

visitors. In 2019, Umusambi Village

welcomed its first group of 51 rescued

cranes to their new home.

JORDAN

Rahel Asfaw, Director of Response and

Recovery for the Ethiopian National Disaster

Risk Management Commission (Ret.),

speaking about the U.S. framework for

emergency response that she implemented

with support from the U.S. Forest Service.

I was inspired by
the system. I
wanted Ethiopia
to be able to
coordinate actors
and resources.

Kigali residents and visitors gain
ecotourism and education site.

Endangered grey
crowned cranes find a
new wild home, free from
captivity.
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